
A   legacylegacy  OF  
SERVING WITH GRACE  
AND COMPASSION.

SPRINGFIELD/MAIN OFFICE
Butler Funeral Home & Cremation Tribute Center  

900 S. Sixth St. · Springfield, IL 62703 
217.544.4646

NEW BERLIN
Butler Funeral Home 

P.O. Box 199 · 714 E. Gibson St. · New Berlin, IL 62670 
217.488.3535  

CHATHAM
Butler Funeral Home & Cremation Tribute Center 

8855 State Route 4 · Chatham, IL 62629 
217.483.9292

1.877.724.6381  •  butlerfuneralhomes.com

LINCOLN LAND CREMATION SOCIETY
P.O. Box 1162 · Springfield, IL  62705
217.523.4646  — lincolnlandcs.com

PRAIRIE VIEW RECEPTION CENTER
8865 State Route 4 · Chatham, IL 62629 

217.483.7999  — prairieviewreception.com

ROSELAWN MEMORIAL PARK
1735 S. Camp Butler Rd. 

Admin. Office: 924 S. Sixth St. · Springfield, IL 62703 
217.525.1661  — roselawninfo.com

BOARDMAN-SMITH FUNERAL HOME
800 South Grand Ave. West · Springfield, IL 62704

217. 544.7461  — boardmansmith.com

OUR  purposepurpose
We help meet the needs of all those who cared 
for, loved, and shared life with your loved one.

 

Since 1848, Boardman-Smith has been 
providing dignified care to loved ones of  
families it has been privileged to serve.

The Butler family continues to build on this 
legacy by providing options for customizing 
funeral and cremation services. Our updated 
facility presents a setting of peacefulness and 
understanding to offer family and guests an 
experience of healing and comfort.

We are dedicated to providing caring,
compassionate, and healing experiences and 
to helping individuals and families create 
ceremonies that provide true, personal meaning 
to family and friends.

Our caring, experienced staff guide you through 
every step of the memorial planning process and 
offer a shoulder for you to lean on during your 
loss. No matter what your faith or background, 
we serve your family with kindness, consideration, 
and professionalism.

HELPING YOU WITH    

healinghealing  GOODBYES.



OUR  historyhistory
The oldest funeral home in Springfield,
Boardman-Smith, was originally founded  
in 1848 as part of the Hutchinson  
Undertaking Company.

Just after the end of the Civil War, Thomas C. 
Smith, an employee of Hutchinson, purchased 
the business and changed the name to  
Thomas C. Smith & Sons.

After passing through two generations of 
the Smith Family (Thomas C. Smith and his 
son, William Smith), the funeral home was 
purchased by William Smith’s stepsons,  
Julian and Robert Boardman, who changed  
the name to Boardman-Smith Funeral Chapel. 

After the death of Julian Boardman in 1970, 
Robert Boardman remained the sole owner  
until 1976 when Robert’s son-in-law, William 
“Bill” Parr, purchased the funeral home.  
Mr. Parr operated the facility until 2006 
when Greg J. Schou, an employee since 1980, 
purchased the business. 

He managed the funeral home through the end 
of 2014 when Chris Butler, the owner of the 
second oldest funeral home in Springfield and 
President of the Butler Family of Organizations, 
purchased the business. Family-owned and 
operated, Boardman-Smith has continually 
provided the community with the most 
comprehensive, professional, and compassionate 
farewell ceremonies.

THE  Lincoln Lincoln FAMILY 
FUNERAL HOME
Boardman-Smith boasts an incredibly rich
history that includes significant connections  
to many members of the Lincoln family, 
including President Abraham Lincoln.  
Known services provided to the Lincoln  
family include:

~ May 1865: Thomas C. Smith was called upon 
to assist in the preparation, movement, and 
burial of President Lincoln.

~ December 21, 1865: Smith was called upon 
again to assist in moving President Lincoln 
and son, Willie, to a temporary vault while 
construction of Lincoln’s Tomb continued at 
Oak Ridge Cemetery.

~ September 19, 1871: Smith was responsible 
for helping to move President Lincoln and son, 
Willie, to the permanent tomb and placing 
Lincoln’s coffin in the marble sarcophagus.

~ July 1882: Seventeen years after President
Lincoln’s death, Boardman-Smith was called 
upon again to provide funeral and burial
services for Mary Todd Lincoln.

~ May 1913: The funeral home, now under the 
direction of Thomas C. Smith’s sons, Thomas Jr. 
and William, was responsible for disinterring 
President Lincoln’s grandson, Abraham Lincoln 
II, from the tomb and preparing his bronze 
casket for transport to Arlington National 
Cemetery where his father, Robert T. Lincoln, 
would be buried upon his death.

~ May 1930: Responsible for the disinterment of 
Mary Todd Lincoln and three of her sons (Eddie, 
Willie, and Tad), so that the tomb could undergo 
reconstruction due to water damage and rust.

Boardman-Smith Funeral Home as it 
appeared as a private residence in the  
early 1950s. The firm had been operated 
from two locations in downtown Springfield  
(323-325 S. Fifth St. and 620 E. Edwards St.) 
and in 1958, moved to the present location  
of 800 S. Grand Ave. West.


